GRAMMAR SUMMARY
 NOUNS AND THEIR MODIFIERS

In German, nouns (words that name a person, place, or thing) are grouped into three
 classes or genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter. All nouns, both persons and objects,
_fall into one of these groups. There are words used with nouns that signal the class of the
- noun. One of these is the definite article. In English there is one definite article: tze. In

~ German, there are three, one for each class: der, die, and das.

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

SUMMARY OF DEFINITE ARTICLES
' DATIVE

Masculine det den | dem
Feminine die die = der
Neuter das | das = | - dem

Plural ;} [l den

Lol

~ When the definite article is used with a noun, a noun phrase is formed. Noun phrases that
- are used as subjects are in the nominative case. Nouns that are used as direct objects or the
‘objects of certain greposi_tiqns_ (such as fiir) are in the accusative case. Nouns that are indi-
rect objects, the objects of certain prepositions (such as mit, bei), or the objects of special
verbs (see page 340) are in the dative case. Below is a summary of the definite articles
_combined with nouns to form noun phrases. caae e

SUMMARY OF NOUN PHRASES

R R

Masculine

Feminine | Mutter derMutter
e ~ der Kassette

Neuter idchen adchen | dem Madchen
{ - dem Haus
Plural » i den Kassetten
.| den Héusern
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'ﬁelcher,'and alle a;ré called dieé'er'—Woﬁds_. Thei: eri_giing
e articles. Note that the endings of the dieser-words are very

 SUMMARY OF DIESER-WORDS

dieser this, that, these

jeder each, every
alle all

welcher which, what

 ACCUSATIVE | DpaTive

Masculine | dieser er | welcher | diesen | jeden | welchen jedem |welchem
Feminine  diese | jede | welche jeder |welcher
Neuter . 1es | dieses | jedes | welches | jedem |welchem

| Pow | 4 1e |diese | alle |welche | allen |welchen

"THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE

~ Another type of word that is used with nouns is the indgfinite article: ein, eine, ein in
- German, g, an in English. There is no plural form of ein.

SUMMARY OF INDEFINITE ARTICLES

ACCUSATIVE | DATIVE
Masculine oo
Feminine
Neuter

Plural

THE NEGATING WORD KEIN

in is also used with nouns and means no, not, or not any. Unlike ein, kein

DATIVE -

Masculine G ‘ keinem
Feminine 1 Hae keiner
Neuter 1 e - keinem

Plural Keine | keine keinen
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"':THE PDSSESSIVE'S

 These words also mod1fy nouns and tell you w}zose ob;ect or person is being referred to
(my car, Ais book, her mother) These words have the same endmgs as kein.

SUMMARY DF PGSSESSIVES

BEFORE EEFDF!E
MASCULINE NOUNS FEMININE NC]UNS
Nom Acc DAT |[Nom & Ac:c DaT

my | mein |meinen |meinem | meine |meiner
your | dein |deinen |deinem | deine  |deiner
his | sein |seinen |seinem | seine  |seiner
her |ihr  |ihren |ihrem (ihre ihrer 3
our | unser | unseren | unserem |  usere | unserer
Jour | euer |eueren |euerem euere | euerer %
their |ihr  |ihren |ihrem - ihre ihrer ¥
your |Thr |Ihren |lhrem - Thre Threr
4

Commonly used short forms for unseren: unsren or unsern Jor unsere: unsre
- eueren: euren or euern _euere: eure
Jor unserem: unsrem or unserm
guerem: eurem or euerm
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NOUN PLURALS

1 class and plural forms are not always predictable. Therefore, you must learn each
oun together with its article (der, die, das) and with its plural form. As you learn more =~
- nouns, however, you will discover certain patterns. Although there are always exceptions to
these patterns, you may find them helpful in remembering the plural forms of many nouns.

Most German nouns form their plurals in one of two ways: some nouns add endings in
the plural; some add endings and/or change the sound of the stem vowel in the plural, in-
dicating the sound change with the umlaut (). Only the vowels a, o, u, and the diphthong
au can take the umlaut. If a noun has an umlaut in the singular, it keeps the umlaut in the
plural. Most German nouns fit into one of the following five plural groups.

1. Nouns that do not have any ehding in the plural. Sometimes they take an umlaut.

NOTE: There are only two feminine nouns in this group: die Mutter and die Tochter.

der Bruder, die Briider der Schiiler, die Schiiler das Friulein, die Friulein
der Lehrer, die Lehrer der Vater, die Viiter das Médchen, die Midchen
der Onkel, die Onkel die Mutter, die Miitter das Poster, die Poster

der Mantel, die Mintel die Tochter, die Tchter das Zimmer, die Zimmer

Nouns that add the ending -e in the plural. Sometimes they also take an umlaut.
- NOTE: There are many one-syllable words in this group.
- der Bleistift, die Bleistifte der Sohn, die Séhne das Jahr, die Jahre
~ der Freund, die Freunde die Stadt, die Stidte das Spiel, die Spiele
- der PaR, die Pisse

Nouns that add the ending -er in the plural. Whenever possible, they take an umlaut,
- Le., when the noun contains the vowels 4, 0, or u, or the diphthong au. NOTE;: There
_are no feminine nouns in this group. There are many one-syllable words in this group.

; -das Buch, die Biicher das Haus, die Hiuser
das Fach, die Ficher das Land, die Linder

4. Nouns that add the ending -en or -n in the plural. These nouns never add an umlaut,

- NOTE: There are many feminine nouns in this group. b,
der Herr, die Herren die Klasse, die Klassen - die Tante, die Tanten
der Junge, die Jungen die Karte, die Karten - die Wohnung, die Wohnungen
die Briefmarke, die Briefmarken der Name, dieNamen dje Zahl, die Zahlen
die Familie, die Familien der Vétter, die Vettern ~ die Zeitung, die Zejtungen
die Farbe, die Farben _die Kiiche, die Kiichen o :
die Frau, die Frauen die Schwester, die Schwestern

Feminine nouns ending in -in add the ending -nen in the phirén_l.

die Freundin, die Freundinnen die Verkéduferin, die Verkéiliferinnen
. die Lehrerin, die Lehrerinnen

-. ‘5. Nouns that add the ending -s in the plural. These nouns never add an umlaut.
NOTE: There are many words of foreign origin in this group.

_ der Kuli, die Kulis das Auto, die Autos
- die Kamera, die Kameras das Hobby, die Hobbys

SUMMARY OF PLURAL ENDINGS

Group | . 7§ 2 4
Ending: - -e -(e)n

Umlaut: | sometimes sometimes never
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Singular
1st person
2nd person

3rd person
Plural

1st person

2nd person

3rd person

Yyou (formal,

Masculine
Feminine




E‘:@w;*
wkereé;,»,
i
Jherce

welche? which?
was fiir (ein)? what kind of (a)?




WORD O RDER

OF VERBS IN A SENTENGE

The conjugated verb is in es/no questions (questions that do not begm

JSirst position in: Trinkst du Kaffee? = ,
pielst du Tennis?

Mochtest du i ins Konzert gehen”

;bofh jonnctl and uﬁmnal commands '
° Kommen Sie bitte um 2 Uhr!
" Geh doch mit ins Kino!

" The conjugated verb is in statemem:s with normal word order
second position in: - Wir spielen heute Volleyball.

- _Sratemenas with inverted word order

_ Heute spielen wir Vo]leyball

"quesaons that begin with an mtmagatzve
- Wohin gehst du? A
Woher kommst du?
‘Was macht er?

: sentences connected by und oder, aber, denn
Ich komme nicht, denn 1ch habe keine Ze

The conjugated verb isin | .s’tatement:s* with modals
second position and the
mﬁmtwe or past participle
is, final in:

The conjugated verd Is in
Sinal position in:

POSITION OF NICHT IN A SENTE

10 negate the entire sentence, as close ; S
to end of sentence as possibie: Er fragt seinen Vater

Before a separable prefix: Ich rufe ihn | nicht

Before any part of a sentence you want =
o negate, contrast, or emphasize: Er kommt nicht

Before part of a sentence that answers Sy
| the question wo? Ich wohne

SRR




1. All comparative forms end in -er.

2. Most one-syllable forms have an umlaut.

3. Exceptions must be learned as they appear.

ki

ix

e

i

RO

Equal Comparisons:

Unequal Comparisons:

Comparative adjectives before nouns: | - der bessere Wagen
ein schoneres Auto

NOTE: Comparative adjectives before nouns have the same endings as descriptive
adjectives (see page 337).
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