Deutsch I Notes for Chapter 3

German Indefinite Article

	
Definition: The German indefinite articles are different dependent on the gender (feminine, masculine, neutral) and on the number (singular and plural). Indefinite articles refer to nouns in a unspecified persons, objects, ideas…etc. and they are: ein, eine, ein, they all mean the indefinite article “a, an” in English, ein is used for masculine nouns, eine is used for feminine nouns, ein is used for neuter nouns, and there is no plural for the indefinite article.

Singular masculine:
- a table
- ein Tisch

Singular feminine:
- a newspaper
- eine Zeitung

Singular neuter:
- a glass
- ein Glas


Examples in German:

Nominative:

a man is here
ein Mann ist hier



Usage
The indefinite Article is used to introduce new persons or objects or to talk about things which are not precisely identified.

German Definite Articles
The definite articles in German refer to specific persons, objects, ideas…etc. and they are : der, die, das, die (plural) they all mean the expression “the” in English, der is used for masculine nouns, die is used for feminine nouns, das is used for neuter nouns, and finally die used also for plural nouns.

	German Definite Article

	Masculine
	der Mann (the man)

	Feminine
	die Frau (the woman)

	Neuter
	das Brot (the bread)

	Plural
	die Männer (the men), die Frauen (the women), die Brote (the breads)


 Here are some examples: 

Nominative: der Mann ist hier (the man is here)
German Possessive Pronouns
The possessive is another aspect that you need to master in German, the possessive pronouns indicate ownership and they replace a noun just like in English, example: “it is my house” becomes “it is mine”. but while in English you can use “mine” to the singular and feminine, in German you have to add an “e” to for the feminine, 

	Possessive Pronouns in German

	Singular

	mine
	mein/e

	yours
	mein/e

	yours (formal)
	Ihr/e

	his, hers, its
	sein/e

	Plural

	our 
	unser/e

	yours (familiar)
	eur/e

	yours (formal)
	Ihr/e

	theirs
	ihr/e


