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Are all our nation's families still LIVING THE DREAM? The American Dream, From CBS News

that is, long considered our birthright. A question for our Labor Day Weekend
Cover Story reported by Murtha Teichner:

The '50s and '60s were good years to celebrate in Port Clinton, Ohie -- prosperous
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years for the little town on the edge of Lake Erie. Port Clinton's population: 6,000

or so. The local anto parts factory alone employed nearly a thonsand.
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Wounded Warrior Project
accused of wasting donation

Even without much education, there were well-paid, blue-collar jobs to be had in 17893 VIEWS

1959, when REobert Putnam graduated from Port Clinton High School,

valedictorian of his class.
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Putnam, now a professor at Harvard, said there was a sense that you were living 01763 VIEW
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the American Pream. "That was a Golden Age for the American middle class," he

said. N.C. Good

For Putnam, the American Dream -- which he says means opportunity for all -- is
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in trouble.

Port Clinton, his own hometown, he sees as proof. The auto parts factory and all of |
those jobs are gone.
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"This is a Rust Belt case," he said. "In the Rust Belt, of course, manufacturing
disappeared, and that undermined the social fabric and the opportunity for kids.
But you can find the same thing all over the country, even places that don't have
Rust Belt stories.”

He said, "You can't have the American Dream if there's not a good, solid economic
base for the middle class.”

A glance at incomes tells the story. Since 1979, a 200% rise for the top one
percenters; the gap with everyhody else widening, especially for middle income
households earning between $42,000 and $82,000.

The cormresive impact of America’s growing wealth gap (CBS Moneywatch,
02/18/15)

The 1% will own maost of world's wealth by 2016 (CBS Moneywatch,
01/19/15)

How the wealth gap is damaging the U8, economy (CBS Moneywatch,
08/05/14)

In his recent book, "Our Kids: The American
Dream in Crisis" (published by CBS-owned
Simon & Schuster), Putnam argues that this
widening income gap has led to a widening and
dangerous "opportunity gap" based on social
class -~ children's futures dictated by their
parents’ affluence and education.

"It's not just the American economy that's
pulled apart, leaving out the middle,” he said.
“It's the American society that's polled apart
into rich families and poor families.”

OUR KIDS

The American Dream . . . .
In the middle of Port Clinton, Adrienne Hines
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"f think it really comes down to security," she said. "And for us, I think that's what
the American Dream is, knowing you are eliminating the worry factor from your
life."

They live well, but not lavishly, on the outskirts of Port Clinton., Their 13-year-old
twins, Zoe and Avery, take piano lessons. They have family dinners together.
When they talk, education is a common theme, The twing bave been taken to
college campuses, art museums, and to Europe (twice).
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When asked if they feel they are living the
American Dream, Adrienne replied, "I do.”

But according o a December 2014 New York
Tines poll, the number of Americans who still .
believe in the American Dream is slipping. It On Twitter
was 72 percent in early 2009, at the worst of
the financial crisis, and 64 percent this past
December, in spite of the improved economy.

Adrienne Hines awl her family share
dinner, / CBS NEWS . :
Chris Lawson, from a not-so-nice part of Port

Clinton, Ohio, did not grow up living anybody's

version of the American Dream.

"My mom wasn't around teo much when 1 was little," he tolfl Teichner, "so I was : M 0 L E N B E E K

mostly in my dad's custody. But he was always running around, so I was raised by TEHROAR RECRUITING CRO
my grandmother, My dad was a little nuts, so he's locked up right now. He's in
prison." '

) AdCholces B
Lawson's childhood was chaotic, just graduating from high school, a slog. "I didn't
have many friends in school, ‘cause T was kind of an outcast.”
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