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DATA MINE

Numbers You Can Use

Is the American Dream Failing Us?

Recent data show Americans are better educated, but also poorer.

If college s supposed o jead to the American Dream, why is the poverty rate still increasi

By Lindsay Cock  ©  Dec. 3, 2015, at 1201 am, + More

Arrericans are more educated than they've ever been, according to new census data.

The U.S. Census Bureau on Thursday released its American Community Survey, which provides
county-by-county tallies for demegraphics, education, employment and other slatistics every five years.
The most recent data runs from 2010 to 2014.

Here are the most important takeaways:

Americans are more educated.

While some have said the increase in graduation rates won't be sustainable for much longer,
Americans for now are siill graduating from coflege at higher rates than ever before. In the 3,142 U.S.
counties, the percentage of people 25 or older who had a bacheler 's degree increased in 1,000
counfies between 2005-2008 and 20106-2014. It only decreased in 60 counties.

The share of Americans graduating high scheot or higher and the share of Amaricans with a bachelor's
degree or higher both increased.
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More Americans are below the poverty line.

In the 2005-2008 survey, 13.5 percent of Americans were below the poverty line. In 2014, 15.6 percent

were.

The share of Americans in poverty grew in more than 1,000 counties and decreased in 136. Of the 119
cotsnties where 30 percent or more of residents had income below the poverty threshold, 93 were in

the South.

Women are still more likely io be impoverished, despite their level of education. The majority of
househokds with income balow the poverty line in the last 12 months were headed by woimen with no
husband present, with 4.6 million households in this situation.

hitp:/fwww usnews.com/news/blogs/data-mine/2015/12/03/is-the-american-dream-failing-us

216




1/28/2016 is the American Dream Failing Us? - US News

hange in P@:caniagg of l_’npﬁiaxicn‘
in Povery: 2005-2008 o 2310;2014

o

S pronsese
sl Dacrsnet

Chetige by ooy
i O SRRLEE

afr oy e talsndi

i 23 ther D Jreeh

[T RTEN Nreng - P
Al 010 Fermsman Srevrern Sevyey Beprse Sy
Faz g aenaees vt eI -

3

P

Seneua IS, Toanis el -
0 Bipnme SRR AT Suney £ A RANTERS
i Tt iamaten o8 Sekuv kT

Median income isn't changing much, and where if is changing, it's for the worse,

The change in median income wasn't stafistically significant in most counties. In 30 percent of counties,

the median income decreased, while it only increased in 6 percent of counties.

Wages increasec most for Americans with a graduate degree or higher, followed by those with

bachelor's degrees.

Explore the data more on the Census websile.
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